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Since the 1960ies Bernhard Leitner has been building spaces and sculptures with acoustic matter. His 

material is the sound, the physical sound. Holistic, whole-body-listening is an essential aspect of his 

work. For the viewer, who has to interact like an user sitting, lying, standing, walking - within the sound-

space-sculptures and sound-architectures, in order to have this experience it is an unique and hardly 

ever before experienced moment. Vaults, curves, spirals, planes are thus not only visible, but also audible 

in their proportions and thus also from a distance haptically noticeable. Such a conception, which has

barely any preconditions in art history and music history, nor vocabulary and signs, needs an intensive

empirical-aesthetic research and written fixation. Thus, the notation sheets occupy a special, almost

independent position in the oeuvre of Bernhard Leitner.

The notation sculpture SOUNDCUBE 1970 as well as the space-program created for different sound-

architectures within the soundcube are shown in the exhibition as a first idea-manifest. TON-WÜRFEL
2019 (SOUNDCUBE 2019) refers to it like TON-WÜRFEL 1982 (SOUNDCUBE 1982) exhibited at

documenta 7. Sound planes of spruce wood are the sound sources for the new work. The dance-like

collages and montages in turn relate to early body acoustic Investigations such as KÖRPER-HÖREN
(body-listening) from 1974/75. Sound spaces in motion between speakers mounted on hands and feet

in motion. The work SPRINGER (Jumper) from 2018 shows that listening is always a complex synergy

of all our senses. The eye sees and hears how the sound jumps aleatorically over a series of hurdles.

Stefan Fricke

G E O R G  K A R G L  F I N E  A R T S



Bernhard Leitner

born 1938 in Feldkirch/AT, lives and works in Vienna
geboren 1938 in Feldkirch/AT, lebt und arbeitet in Wien
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1
Körper - Hörer: Ton - Raum - Skulptur, 1975/2019
wallpaper

Bernhard LEITNER

2
Ton - Raum - Tanz I, 1988
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
89,8 x 70,3 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

3
Ton - Raum - Tanz II, 1988
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
89,8 x 70,3 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

4
Ton - Raum - Tanz III, 1988
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
89,8 x 70,3 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

5
Le Cylindre Sonore , 1987/ 1990
model, 2 photos
Modell: Ø 97 cm, Fotodokumentation: 62,4 x 87,4 cm

Bernhard LEITNER

6
Körper - Hören , 1974/ 2019
wallpaper

Bernhard LEITNER

7
Springer, 2018
wooden construction, 2 speakers, player, amplifier
95 x 241,7 x 45,5 cm
Ed. 3+1AP

Bernhard LEITNER

8
Ausdruck #1, 1981/2009
offset print, marker, opaque white
33,9 x 91,6 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

9
Ausdruck #2 , 1981/2009
offset print, collage, opaque white
28,8 x 89,9 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

10
Ausdruck #3, 1981/2009
offset print, opaque white
28,2 x 89 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER



11
Ausdruck #4, 1981/2009
offset print, color pencil
29,1 x 87 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

12
Ausdruck #5, 1981/2009
offset print, color pencil
29,2 x 86,1 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

13
SOUND UMBRELLA, 1990
umbrella, 8 tweeter, CD player, stereo amplifier, 2- channel-composition
130 cm diameter, Ed. 7 + 2AP
7 + 2 AP

Bernhard LEITNER

14
Körper - Räume (öffnen - schließen / in Bewegung) , 1978
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
103 x 73,5 (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

15
Körper - Räume (öffnen - schließen / horizontal), 1978
color pencil, acrylic paint
109 x 73,5 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

16
Ton - Walzen - Gang, 1971
pencil and coloured pencil on paper
57,8 x 70,5 cm (framed)
Unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

17
Ton - Walzen - Gang, 1971
pencil and coloured pencil on paper
53,5 x 68,5 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

18
Raum  - Modell mit gewölbter Decke , 1976
acrylic glass, color tape, plastic rod, wooden base
159 x 15,8 x 30,5 cm
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

19
Raum - Variationen in einem 3D-Raster, 1976
acrylic glass, color tape, ink notation, wooden base
Bild: 43 x 212,7 cm, Skulptur: 169,5 x 16 x 30,5 cm
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

20
4 notations, Soundcube, 1970/2008
fine art print on paper and serigraphy on plexiglas (2008)
je 69 x 88,5 cm (framed)
Ed. 7+2AP

Bernhard LEITNER



21
Körper - Räume #1, 2009
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
103 x 73,5 (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

22
Körper - Räume #2, 2009
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
103 x 73,5 (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

23
Körper - Räume #3 , 2009
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
103 x 73,5 (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

24
Akustische Flächen #2, 2006
color pencil, acrylic paint, collage on paper
103 x 73,5 (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

25
Akustische Flächen #1, 2006
color pencil, acrylic paint
103 x 73,5 (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

26
Ton Würfel , 2019
wood construction, 8 spruce sound panels, 8 transducers, HD, 8-channel amplifiers
425 x 425 x 327 cm
ed. 3+1AP

Bernhard LEITNER

27
Ton - Anzug - Performance für 2 Personen #1 (mit Notation), 1977
photocopy, color pencil, ink
43,7 x 63,7 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

28
Ton - Anzug - Performance für 2 Personen #2, 1978
photocopy, color pencil
49,4 x 65 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

29
Ton - Anzug - Performance 4 Personen mit Notation, 1977
photocopy, color pencil, ink
78 x 113,5 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

30
Ton - Anzug - Performance (für 2 Personen) Raum.Wiege, 1989
photocopy, acrylic paint, color pencil with notation
77,7 x 103,1 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER



31
Ton - Anzug - Performance (für 2 Personen) Verspannungen, 1989
photocopy, acrylic paint, color pencil with notation
91,2 x 71,7 cm (framed)
unikat

Bernhard LEITNER

32
Notationsskulptur, 1970/ 2008
silkscreen on acrylic glass (6 acrylic panels), wood
149 x 87 x 69 cm
ed.7+2AP

Bernhard LEITNER

33
Körper - Hörer: Ton - Raum - Skulptur (2 Handobjekte) , 1975
wood, acrylic glas, speaker, wire, colour collage
Skulptur: Ø 20, Foto: 55,8 x 81,3 cm

Bernhard LEITNER


